Montana’s English
Language Learners
Guidance for School
Districts

Introduction to a new resource for
school districts
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English Language Learners in
Montana

English Language Learners in Montana who are born in the United
States include:
o Hutterite children who learn German as their first language,

o American Indian children who are impacted by the heritage language of
their family and/or community such as Crow or Blackfoot,

o American-born children of immigrants who learn their native language in
the home from their parents or guardians.

English Language Learners in Montana who are born internationally
include:

o Children who come to the United States with their parents or alone (as
immigrants, as children of international professors and students at the
university level, as migrant workers, as international exchange students*
and as refugees)

o Children who are adopted internationally by American parents.
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The Languages of Montana's
ELLs
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CRITERIA FOR IDENTIFICATION OF LIMITED
ENGLISH PROFICIENCY
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Responsibilities of School Districts

¢ The WHY:
o Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of
1964
¢ Prohibits discrimination on the
o Identify students who are eligible based on race, color, or national
for language assistance AL
¢ Provide a program of instruction ¢ Lau v. Nichols (1974)
that has a reasonable chance of 0 US supreme court affirmed the
success Department of Education
o Assess English proficiency memorandum of May 25 1970.
annually o Directed schools to take steps to
o notify parents of placement and help LEP students overcome
progress language barriers and to ensure

that they can participate
meaningfully in the district’s
educational programs.
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. ADMINISTER THE K W-APT SCREENER
Interpreting the

results of the
W-APT screener
for entering

Is the student’s

raw score for

If no

kindergarteners listening &
speaking 25 or

If yes higher?

Is the student’s

raw score for

listening &

Consider other

speaking between
19 & 257

assessment data
(e.g. other content
& skill assessments)
before determining
eligibility

r
The student meets Montana’s The student does not meet Montana’s

minimum criteria for minimum criteria for English language

proficiency. The student is not

considered LEP.

proficiency. The student is LEP and is eligible
for services.



Interpreting the
grade 1-12
W-APT results
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Program Placement and Options
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English
Immersion

Sheltered
English

Language
Development
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Under federal law, all districts are required to
assess the English proficiency of English
language learners amnmnually.

A
ACCESS for ELLSs, Alternate
ACCESS for ELLs

Scoring and Reporting
A )
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Proficiency Criteria and Exit Process




Montana’s Definition of
Proficient for LEP students

English Language Proficiency Academic Achievement
ACCESS for ELLs

Input from additional

. o s TIEASUres
Minimum 5.0 Minimum 4.0 CRT Writing

overall score literacy score Data

Reading
Comprehension




Access for ELLs Results Report
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Reporting Requirements

ID LEP
students

within 30
Days of
enrollment

Maintain
accurate
data in AIM

Review
Results of
ACCESS
for ELLS
within 60
days

e June 30

Deadline for
EXxit

Title 1l

* |dentify
students who
received
services in

AlM
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Parental Notification: Under federal law, all districts
are required ternotify parents of the instructional
placements; offallfELLLE students in their schools

Within 30 days of enroliment beginning of year/2 weeks for mid year enrollment

Reasons for ID

Info about parental rights to withdraw, decline, choose program, information on
types of programs
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Home Language Survey Samples

Parent Language Questionnaire

_ <
Language Observation Checklist
— <

WIDA performance definitions

Stages of Second Language Acquisition

Suggested Interventions

SIOP and CALLA Strategies
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Contacts:

Lyn n Hinch | BILINGUAL SPECIABISTILYIe) 17\ /X o] e Xo);

| Ihinch@mt.gov | PH 406.444
406.444.0743| P.0. BOX 202501 HELENA, MT 59620-25

Yvonne M. FiE|d| ASSESSMENT SPE

ASSESSMENT |
|yfield@mt.gov | PH 406.444.0748 | FAX 406.444

202501 HELENA, MT 59620-2501 |


http://opi.mt.gov/
http://opi.mt.gov/
http://opi.mt.gov/
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